The Challenge to Democracy
Clearly, they may be mistaken. They may be hood-
winked by fine phrases or confused by rhetoric that
has no meaning at all. But there is no evidence that
they are generally mistaken; and there could not be
evidence that they must always be so, for no one
knows the undeveloped abilities of men. If greater
social abilities were developed, mistakes in the choice
or selection of any persons for any public offices
would be less likely; but these social abilities are not
mainly intellectual. They are chiefly expressed in a
sense that such and such a person has a capable
personality.
Public Authority in a Democracy
The representative or public official, Minister or
administrator has the authority belonging to his status;
and there is in democracy, as in other forms of
government, one position which has supreme authority
within the sphere of government. The power to
command in that sphere must be complete. Who has
that power at any moment is a different question; but
there is no doubt at all that whoever has it must
disregard for the time discussion of the source of his
power. The captain of the ship, when he is on the
bridge, cannot allow disputes as to his power to
command. The leader, while he is leader, is there to
direct, not to apologize for his opinion. Clearly, in
directing men emotional influence or the force of
personality is more valuable than the mere shouting
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